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SECRETARY'S ANNOUNCEMENTS
SOME FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday 18 April 1990 at 5.30 for 6 p.m., in the Byron Room
at Brown's Hotel (Dover & Albemarle Streets, London W1),
Mr A.K. Chatterjee, speaking on Mowgli and the Jungle.
As already announced in a notification enclosed with the last
issue of the Kipling Journal, the event on 18 April will be
preceded by an Extraordinary General Meeting at 4 p.m., at
which any members of the Society will be welcome.
Wednesday 2 May at 12.30 for 1 p.m., at the Royal Overseas
League (Park Place, off St James's, London W1), the
Society's Annual Luncheon. The Guest of Honour and
speaker will be Sir Derek Oulton, G.C.B., Q.C. Members in
Britain will have received application forms with the last,
and the current, issue of the Kipling Journal.
Friday 11 May. As part of the Brighton Festival, there will be a
series of Kipling events at the Whiteway Centre, Rottingdean.
For members in Britain, details are enclosed with this issue
of the Journal. After visits to local places of interest in the
morning, various speakers including, from the Society, Mr
George Webb, Mrs Lisa Lewis and Mr John McGivering, will
present a programme in the afternoon and evening.

Wednesday 18 July at 5.30 for 6 p.m., at Brown's Hotel, the
Society's Secretary for North America, Professor Enamul
Karim, speaking on "The Miracle of Purun Bhagat".
February 1990

NORMAN ENTRACT

A VENEZUELAN ORCHID
In this issue is an obituary of G.C.K. Dunsterville, son of Kipling's "Stalky". He was a
world authority on South American orchids, and in 1962 Venezuela issued a set of
stamps based on his fine paintings. Here is one which, though improved by
enlargement, inevitably suffers in black and white from the loss of its original subtle
colours — green, yellow, orange, mauve. [Photo by Ted Willett, City University.]
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"Il tomba dans les bras de Dîsa". This rather maudlin sketch by the French artist H.
Deluermoz is one of several accompanying the story "Moti Guj-Mutin" in the 2nd
edition (1929) of a selection of Kipling's Contes translated by Fabulet, d'Humières and
Austin-Jackson and published by Delagrave, Paris. Here the troublesome elephant in
"Moti Guj — Mutineer" (Life's Handicap) is reunited with Deesa, his alcoholic
mahout. "He fell into Deesa's arms trumpeting with joy [en claironnant de joie], and
the man and beast wept and slobbered over each other [pleurèrent et bavèrent l'un sur
1' autre] . . ."
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EDITORIAL
"A certain widely-spread desire
To, reverently of course, inquire
Into that wild and whirling dance
Which vulgar herds have dubbed 'Finance',
Is not unnatural, and I
Will meet your curiosity . . . "

Thus spake the Financial Member of the Viceroy's Council, Sir
Auckland Colvin, in "A Budget Estimate" — a verse squib of some
brilliance, with which Kipling satirised in the Civil & Military Gazette
the cynical handling of figures in Colvin's Budget Statement of
March 1887 for the Imperial Government of India.
Turning to a less grandiose body, the Kipling Society, I doubt the
existence of any "widely-spread desire" among its members to hear
about its budget — so long as subscription rates, static since January
1986, remain unaltered. Readers of the Kipling Journal look to be
served a literary and historical diet — culture, uncontaminated by
any workaday taint of management — and for the majority, whom I
hereby salute, the Journal is their sole link with the Society. However
there come times when it is worth assuming that all members must
have some care for the viability of their Society: the present is such a
time.
Therefore, though this issue of the Journal offers its usual blend of
literary contents, variable in weight and seriousness, it also contains
items bearing on our finances. In addition to the standard
information-pieces about the Society at the beginning and end of the
magazine, and Membership News (pages 37-39), there will be found
on pages 40-43 the 1988 Accounts (the 1989 ones, showing a small
surplus, are pending audit), some comments by the former Treasurer,
and an outline of the 1989 Annual General Meeting, at which a
further (i.e. 'Extraordinary') General Meeting was decided on for
April 1990.
Given this Editorial, weighing in on the same theme, the wary
reader will rightly be looking for a message: it is that we would like
our members at least to be aware of their Council's perception of the
state of our affairs — namely that a slightly declining membership
and steadily increasing costs call for particular vigilance. In brief, we
shall need either to reduce the scale of our expenditure or to increase
the scale of our revenue, which is largely derived from subscriptions.
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We cannot afford a deficit, nor could we disguise one with the
cavalier ease that Kipling so effectively took off —
"Cheer up my fellow countrymen!"
Writes C-lv-n of the Silver Pen,
"If Two and Two were always Four
We might a Deficit deplore;
But since, with some success, I strive
To write them down, at least, for Five,
I may assert with modest pride
We have a Surplus on our side . . . "

I cannot anticipate the course of the General Meeting called for
April, but our Treasurer hopes that by then the factors governing our
London office accommodation and the custody of our Library will be
clearer than they were last autumn. For those who are not aware of it,
our host organisation, Commonwealth House, intends major redevelopment of its building, which is bound to affect the tenure of our
premises, where in any case we face a massive increase in rent.
The Treasurer, supported by the Council, would like to see if
maintenance of our present rates of subscription for a further year is
possible through reducing administrative costs, without impairing
the necessary funding of our valuable and appreciated London
discussion meetings, or of that much more expensive commitment,
the Journal. I would certainly be sorry to see the Journal reduced in
size, because there is already much more material of good quality
submitted for publication than there is room to print. The Society's
income, and the mounting cost of printing and distribution, are
obviously crucial to the size of magazine we can produce: failing a big
increase in subscription income or other subvention, or a steep
reduction in costs, we cannot long sustain it on its present scale.
Its variation in size in recent years may be of interest. On acquiring
its new format in 1980, it expanded at once from a standard 16 pages
to 48, corresponding with a surge in membership and some generous
donations both from individual members and from corporate
benefactors (more such gifts would be gratefully appreciated). In the
1980s the page-average per issue ran as follows:- 1980, 48; 1981, 48;
1982, 49; 1983, 56; 1984, 53; 1985, 70; 1986, 67; 1987, 53; 1988, 53;
1989, 54. My fear is that the number of pages may soon be forced
down again far below this.
In deciding what steps to take during 1990, the Council will be
guided by the evolving plans for Commonwealth House, by the
nature of the discussion at the meeting on 18 April, and of course by
the interest that our members worldwide display — including any
welcome indications of financial support for the Society's aims.
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KIPLING'S COMMITMENT
TO THE LAW
by DEREK OULTON

[Sir Derek Oulton, G.C.B.. Q.C. has for several years served on the Council of the Kipling
Society as its honorary Legal Adviser. From 1982 till 1989 he was Permanent Secretary
in the Lord Chancellor's Office, an appointment which crowned a successful and
diverse career at the Bar and in the public service, in Britain and abroad. That he is as
much a scholar as an administrator is attested by academic distinctions gained at
King's College, Cambridge, by joint authorship of a legal textbook, and by his recent
appointment, on retirement from Whitehall, to a Fellowship and teaching post at
Magdalene College, Cambridge.
A lifelong admirer of Kipling, and an entertaining speaker, he is to be Guest of
Honour at the Society's Annual Luncheon in May 1990. Those of us who attended an
illustrated lecture he gave in London in November 1985, cryptically entitled "The
Crucible of Thorney Island, and Kipling's Commitment to the Law", will recall the
ingenious way in which, beginning with an exposition of the English legal tradition and
its origins, he went on to discuss, with support from numerous quotations, Kipling's
own complex — sometimes seemingly contradictory — views of "the Law".
That subject, though intricate, is no academic by-way. It is central to an
understanding of Kipling — if not of his artistic imagination, certainly of the social and
political attitudes that coloured much of his writing. Considerations of space prevent
the first part of the lecture — a study of "Thorney Island" (ancient Westminster as
crucible of a great legal system and of the various historic components of our
Constitution) — from being included here. It is the second part, on Kipling's
perceptions of the inhibition, the discipline, the bulwark, the doom of the Law, that we
are reproducing, rewritten for publication and garnished with a convenient
accompaniment of notes.
Though never abstruse, Sir Derek's approach to the subject is a closely considered
one — as it needed to be in tackling a term, "the Law", which Kipling habitually
employed in a manner more intuitional than reasoned. This disciplined approach is a
reminder of how little use it is to speak, as critics are apt to do, of Kipling's veneration
for the Law, without pondering, on the evidence available, what exactly that word
meant to him. — Ed.]
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DISAGREEMENT AND THE PROBLEM

"To go to the law-courts once", said Ditta Mull,
"is wisdom, but to go twice is Jehannum".1
It may seem strange to question Kipling's commitment to the law
when it is the declared core of his philosophy, but the issue is complex
and much of the evidence is equivocal.
For a lawyer, the obvious starting-point of "How Fear Came"
contains the clear indication that Kipling had a complete, doctrinal
commitment to the lettered law. The law, as he there describes it, "has
arranged for almost every kind of accident that may befall", and
Mowgli exemplifies the resentful offender who cannot escape its
"Giant Creeper" — at once the law and its sanction — across his
back.2
In parenthesis, Kipling seems to have been the victim of unusually
perverse constructions, often leading to his statements being
construed in the opposite sense to what he meant. Thus the Law of the
Jungle, which Birkenhead has described as "immutable and hard as a
pikestaff'3, has now become a synonym for force, or no law at all.4
This view of the law, as identified by Birkenhead, represents the
classic positivist approach which Jeremy Bentham, its leading
exponent, envisaged as an imperative rule of conduct laid down for a
political inferior by his superior5, whom he and his follower, John
Austin, referred to as the Sovereign.6 Kipling's sovereign was Tha,
the First of the Elephants, who at a time of constitutional chaos
declared to the Jungle-dwellers the Law that they must not break.7
But Mowgli's law is no more than a fixed reference point, and in his
antithesis in "The Ballad of the King's Mercy" Kipling identifies one
of the oldest uncertainties —
Before the old Peshawur Gate, where Kurd and Kafir meet,
The Governor of Kabul dealt the Justice of the Street,
And that was strait as running noose and swift as plunging
knife,
Tho' he who held the longer purse might hold the longer life.8
This ambiguity in a law which can be circumvented, while
remaining inviolable, is taken to the limit in " 'The City of Brass' ",
where —
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They said: "Who is irked by the Law? Though we may not
remove it,
If he lend us his aid in this raid, we will set him above it!"
So the robber did judgment again upon such as displeased
him,
The slayer, too, boasted his slain, and the judges released him.9
Baloo's unhappiness at the end of "Kaa's Hunting" indicates
where the ambiguity lies: does it inhere in the law or does it in reality
depend on the relationship of the actors? When Bagheera was
determined to enforce the law, Baloo could only plead in mitigation
for the defaulting Mowgli.10
This is a problem with which lawyers are extremely familiar in the
international field. Indeed it is generally considered to be one of the
most difficult in the entire area of international law.11 Reliable
enforcement is typically regarded as a necessary indicator of the
authority of a system of law, but that is an attribute which is very
doubtfully present in international law. If a nation can flout the law
with impunity does that invalidate its authority? Sir Gerald
Fitzmaurice, a former Legal Adviser to the Foreign Office, has
analysed the problem in detail and has considered the forces that
induce people to obey rules of law, both in the national and
international fields. He has pointed out that one keeps being thrown
back on antecedent principles. An example is the statement that the
reason why a customary rule of law is binding is that there is an
antecedent and still more fundamental legal principle, that States
have a duty to go on behaving as they have customarily behaved. But
what then is the source of that duty? It is difficult, he says —
to avoid the impression that what is being pursued is a sort of
will-o'-the-wisp, an ignis fatuus that only recedes further into
the distance as one approaches it, and that can never actually be
reached . . . The discussion merely enters what is known to the
mathematicians as an infinite regress — a series in which each
proposition is explicable in terms of the previous one, and
derives its validity from it; but this antecedent proposition itself
requires to be accounted for by a similar process.
He demonstrates that it is futile to seek the solution within the
juridical system itself, and that those who try to do so are driven to
arguing in a circle. One has to break out of this by finding the answer
in a field other than jurisprudence, and he turns to political
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philosophy for assistance, quoting from Mclver's The Modern
State—
We obey the law not because we necessarily think that the law is
just, but because we believe it to be just to obey the law.12
The older Kipling got, the more qualifications he would, I suggest,
have wished to make to that general proposition. In considering his
general approach, his biographer Carrington sees self-reliance, as
earlier expressed by Emerson in his essay on that subject, as being the
principle which Kipling called "The Law", and which dominated his
life. As Emerson put it —
accept the place the divine providence has found for you, the
society of your contemporaries, the connexion of events.
Carrington poses the resulting problem — how do you reconcile a
fearless independence in action with an acquiescence in the universal
plan? In his view, Emerson and Kipling answer this in the same way—
Your genuine action will explain itself, and will explain all your
other actions. Your conformity explains nothing. Act singly,
and what you have done singly will justify you now. Power is in
nature the essential measure of right. Nature suffers nothing to
remain in its Kingdom which cannot help itself.13
This conclusion may satisfy a philosopher, but it will not do for a
lawyer, who can see aspects of self-reliance as the negation of the rule
of law. A significant view of Kipling's attitude is to be found in
"Jobson's Amen", and in particular in the couplet —
"Blessèd be the English and all they make or do.
Cursèd be the Hereticks who doubt that this is true!"
"Amen," quo' Jobson, "but where I mean to die
Is neither rule nor calliper to judge the matter by:" 14
(Those who enjoy paradox in Kipling's work can note that he printed
that as a companion to "In the Presence", a story that exemplifies
above all the total subordination of self to an iron external discipline.)
The writers on Kipling do not agree in their interpretation of his
attitude towards the Law. Angus Wilson sees a concept of the
Pervasive Law that must rule all human action, with its
accompanying doctrine of stoic social duty to back it up. For him the
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law is a rigid social rule designed to shield both the individual and
Kipling himself from a constant nagging anxiety about his ultimate
fate.15
For Hilton Brown, the concept of the Law was the first thing that
Kipling drew from India, but its importance to him diminished in the
course of his life, and it later assumed for him a more mystical, and
less clear, meaning than in his early days. 16
Edward Shanks considered that, for Kipling, 'the Law' meant —
that arrangement of life under which the common man is
enabled to do the best which is in him for himself, his family and
the rest of the world, including the generations yet to come. So
far as civilisation has gone, that does not yet mean quite enough
for everybody to eat. 17
Though it may not be comprehensive, Carrington's assessment is
one of the most attractive. He quotes from the famous verse —
But there is neither East nor West, Border, nor Breed, nor
Birth,
When two strong men stand face to face, though they come
from the ends of the earth!
He then discusses the "divine spark in human nature" which
"transcends all earthly distinctions". This, he said, "was the lifelong
message that Kipling preached, acceptance of 'the Law', revealed to
strong men who recognize one another's valour". 18
The only full-scale examination of the subject is that by Shamsul
Islam, in his Kipling's Law, published in 197519. He considers
Kipling's sources and upbringing, analyses the effect that the world's
leading religions had on his thinking, and goes on to consider the true
meaning of empire and its effect on Kipling, before discussing the
Doctrine of Action as he understood it. Islam concludes that —
Kipling never defines what exactly his Law is. Perhaps a precise
definition of such a wide concept is impossible. Moreover it
must be remembered that Kipling is not a philosopher; he is
primarily an imaginative artist. Therefore one cannot blame
him for not giving us a clear-cut statement of his concept of
Law. The general outlines of this master-thought, vaguely
defined though it may be, are however clear to see if one studies
his works as a whole. A careful perusal of his writings reveals
that Kipling's Law is composed of three main interrelated
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elements, namely moral values, the Imperial Idea and the
Doctrine of Action. It is with this code of life that Kipling
opposes the Dark Powers which he encounters everywhere.20

THE DIFFERENT USES
Most of the differences of view derive from the fact that to Kipling the
Law was a shifting theme which meant varying things, both at the
same and at different times. Any attempt to extract a single
philosophical concept which will incorporate all his many uses of it,
save in the most general way, is unlikely therefore to succeed. As
Hilton Brown puts it —
The main attack [on Kipling's political ideas] sprang generally
from a misconception of his 'Law'; for this . . . he was largely to
blame, for he was never at pains to expound clearly the Law's
precise meaning and intention; he expressed it in parables and
allegories so that the student was obliged to make the most of
what light he could see shining through the painted screen. And
the light he saw was not invariably the light Kipling meant him
to see.21
Precise analysis is inapt for such a variable, but Kipling certainly used
the Law in at least four main ways.
The first, and to Kipling, emotionally, probably the most
consistently powerful, might be called the law of historical
inevitability. He himself called this "the Gods of the Copybook
Headings" 22 which, says Dr Tompkins, are the inescapable
conditions inherent in human nature, witnessed by history and
ignored at one's peril. They are, she says, "generalizations from
human behaviour, rhetorically worked up into pronouncers of the
law that is their essence . . ,"23
We were living in trees when they met us. They showed us each
in turn
That Water would certainly wet us, as Fire would certainly
burn:
But we found them lacking in Uplift, Vision and Breadth of
Mind,
So we left them to teach the Gorillas while we followed the
March of Mankind.
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But the Gods return to explain —
As it will be in the future, it was at the birth of Man —
There are only four things certain since Social Progress began :That the Dog returns to his Vomit and the Sow returns to her
Mire,
And the burnt Fool's bandaged finger goes wabbling back to
the F i r e . . . 2 4
This was a developed form of the thinking he had expressed more
than twenty years earlier at his turning point when he wrote
"Recessional", with its warning of the inevitable disasters that result
when the invariable historical laws are forgotten —
All valiant dust that builds on dust,
And guarding, calls not Thee to guard . . .25
The same thinking infects "Poseidon's Law", where the Sea God
laughs at the mariner —
"Behold, a Law immutable I lay on thee and thine,
That never shall ye act or tell a falsehood at my shrine.
Let Zeus adjudge your landward kin, whose votive meal and
salt
At easy-cheated altars win oblivion for the fault,
But ye the unhoodwinked waves shall test — the immediate
gulfs condemn 26 —
Unless ye owe the Fates a jest, be slow to jest with them." 27
He put the same idea into different words when, in his Rectorial
Address to St Andrews University in 1923, he referred to "the chain
of that law of cause and effect — the justice without the mercy —
which [Man] hates". 28

Edward Shanks, in the book on Kipling that he finished just before
the last war, puts the converse of the same proposition — that the
natural laws of historical inevitability can be harnessed by man to his
own advantage. "Kipling", he says, "disliked famines and to him 'the
Law' was something which, by means of its servants, modern
machinery and devoted disinterested administrators, would in time
eliminate them." 29
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Kipling's second sense was of the law as embodying the principles
of nature or of scientific truth, as with his "low hills [of Chitor] of the
mad geological formation, the tumbled strata that seem to obey no
law . . ." 30 Baloo's Wood and Water Laws were of this kind, in
contrast to the general Jungle Law.31 Kipling's classic expression of
this sense appears in "McAndrew's Hymn", where the Scottish
engineer is left, in Professor Macaree's comment, "with only one
comfort: the certainty of the machine32 —
From coupler-flange to spindle-guide I see Thy Hand, O God—
Predestination in the stride o' yon connectin'-rod.
John Calvin might ha' forged the same — enorrmous, certain,
slow —
Ay, wrought it in the furnace-flame — my 'Institutio'.
He goes on, after speaking of the parts of his machine —
Now, a' together, hear them lift their lesson — theirs and mine:
Law, Orrder, Duty an' Restraint, Obedience, Discipline!33

Edward Shanks, when considering what Kipling meant by "the
Law", expressed this aspect of it rather differently. "It is", he said,
"the law of civilisation, of progress. [Kipling] sometimes expressed
his conception of it in terms which lend themselves to cultured
jeering. He appears to deify the locomotive, the steamship, the
motor-car, and these are, as we know, vulgar things mainly used to
carry trippers to places where they make inept comments on the
scenery and leave sandwich-wrappings in hedgerows. But Kipling did
not deify them for this reason34, nor even simply because they were
great and powerful. He exalted them because he saw in them
instruments for conveying the first elements of happiness to
mankind. He lived impressionable and formative years in a country
where it can be truly said of the average man that:
His life is a long-drawn question
Between a crop and a crop." 35
Kipling developed this view explicitly in "The Secret of the
Machines", the last verse of which is —
But remember, please, the Law by which we live,
We are not built to comprehend a lie,
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We can neither love nor pity nor forgive.
If you make a slip in handling us you die!
We are greater than the Peoples or the Kings —
Be humble as you crawl beneath our rods! —
Our touch can alter all created things,
We are everything on earth — except The Gods!36
Kipling gives a very different example of this kind of law in
" 'Wireless' ", where a primitive radio signal, imperfectly received, is
symbolic of the unconscious reception by the chemist's assistant of a
variant of "St. Agnes' Eve". "If he has read Keats, it proves nothing.
If he hasn't — like causes must beget like effects. There is no escape
from this law."37
Kipling's third sense has already been discussed — the
conventional law, pre-eminently of state or church.38 It was this form
of which Kim's lama was speaking when he complained that "For
five — seven — eighteen — forty years it was in my mind that the Old
Law was not well followed; being overlaid . . . with devildom, charms,
and idolatry . . . The books of my lamassery I read, and they were
dried pith; and the later ritual with which we of the Reformed Law
have cumbered ourselves — that, too, had no worth to these old
eyes."39
So too the embittered Mussulman, Abdul Gafur, after his daughter
had become Mowgli's lover. "Having eaten the fruit", he said angrily,
"now we remember the Law." 40
The same kind of law underlies "The Eye of Allah", where the
pre-Reformation heresy of untimely scientific knowledge is checked
by the ultimate sanction of the crackling faggot.41
Kipling derived no stimulus to subtlety from considering law in this
pure form, but he made skilful use of it as a departure point.
Kipling's fourth, and most fluid, sense was that of self-imposed
behaviour, a form of the natural or moral law. This is exemplified by
the female of the species, who
May not deal in doubt or pity — must not swerve for fact or
jest . . .
She the Other42 Law we live by, is that Law and nothing else.43
It was law in this form that, in his famous phrase, Kipling's lesser
breeds were without.44 His contrasting imperative, in "A Song of the
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English", was "Keep ye the Law – be swift in all obedience".45 As
applied to skills such as his own, he expressed it in the admonition
that "Every man must be his own law in his own work . . ,".46
This is the sense on which writers on Kipling have concentrated,
and differed. Lawyers will understand their lack of agreement, as it is
the most elusive, and lies in an amorphous area which they
themselves notoriously find difficult, where the sanctions are
imprecise and often indirect. "Like a harlot," says Ross, "natural law
is at the disposal of everyone. The ideology does not exist that cannot
be defended by an appeal to the law of nature." 47 The Professor of
Jurisprudence at Oxford has explained the background:
Since the ideas of guilt, fault, intention and responsibility are
central to law, legal philosophy is parasitic upon the philosophy
of ethics, mind, and action. Since lawyers worry about what law
should be, and how it should be made and administered, legal
philosophy is also parasitic on political philosophy. Even the
debate about the nature of law, which has dominated legal
philosophy for some decades, is, at bottom, a debate within the
philosophy of language and metaphysics.48
There are three main reasons for the lack of any unanimity in this
central aspect of Kipling's philosophy. First, the opacity, already
referred to, in his presentation of the concept; second, the wide range
of ideas encompassed by it; and third, the fact that it changed quite
radically during his life.
The last is particularly significant and is brought out very clearly by
Cherry in his detailed analysis, "The Concept of the Law in Rudyard
Kipling's Verse". He shows how, during his formative years, Kipling
achieved "a synthesis between . . . two main groups of ideas
(romance, freedom, lawlessness [and] discipline, predestination [and]
service) . . . This synthesis formed the basis of the Law and . . .
governed Kipling's concept of empire until the turn of the century."
As he grew older, Kipling introduced the dimension of time, and
threw the Law into a new perspective. His focus shifted from the
group to the individual and he consistently sought for the individual's
place in the scheme of things. "He is not successful in his search. He
seems torn", says Cherry, "between an almost classical Stoicism (in
which the only certainty in an uncertain and indifferent world is the
strength and courage of the individual will, following what it
conceives to be the path of virtue) and a desire to surrender to the
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ideal of a redeeming and healing love, a New Testament concept
vaguely foreshadowed in 'Cold Iron' . . . The Law becomes the
inexorable progress of life which unfolds itself in spite of man." 49
Kipling is only one of numerous writers who have caused
confusion by referring indifferently to man-made rules and to
scientific and natural principles under a single rubric. Edmund
Burke, in his great speech in Westminster Hall on the impeachment of
Warren Hastings, made famous by Macaulay50, was particularly
unhelpful when he said —
There is but one law for all, namely, that law which governs all
law, the law of our Creator, the law of Humanity, Justice,
Equity:- the law of Nature, and of Nations. So far as any laws
fortify this primeval law, and give it more precision, more
energy, more effect by their declarations, such laws enter into
the Sanctuary, and participate in the sacredness of its
character.51
Others who have done the same include Montesquieu, in the
opening lines of his Spirit of Laws52, and Hooker in the first book of
his Ecclesiastical Polity53. One of the most distinguished was Sir
William Blackstone, the first Vinerian Professor at Oxford, who, in
the Introduction to his famous Commentaries on the Laws of England,
systematised confusion by saying —
Law, in its most general and comprehensive sense, signifies a
rule of action; and is applied indiscriminately to all kinds of
action, whether animate or inanimate, rational or irrational.
Thus we say, the laws of motion, of gravitation, of optics, or
mechanics, as well as the laws of nature and of nations. And it is
that rule of action which is prescribed by some superior, and
which the inferior is bound to obey.54
This approach has long been criticised. Blackstone's own editors did
not agree with it55 and Austin was violently critical.56
Finch has written in more moderate terms, which are relevant to
the approach which Kipling adopted. In his Introduction to Legal
Theory he refers to the statement by Blackstone quoted above and
says that his outline of the general category to which the term 'law'
refers
may lead to confusion between the descriptive and the
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prescriptive senses in which the word 'law' may be used. The
relationship between superior and inferior is thus spread over
two types of law which do not have a common substantive
connection, and the legally binding character of the
prescriptive, normative Ought is consequently obscured.
He goes on to quote Blackstone as saying that man is commanded by
the law to make use of his faculties "in the general regulation of his
behaviour". Thus, he says, "Blackstone's notion of positive law
attempts at the same time to look back to the governing influences on
man's action and forward to his own governing influence on his
fellow men, or on the legislator's inferiors."57 It will be seen shortly
that the last sentence precisely exemplifies Kipling's own approach.
It explains some of the confusion that has arisen over his use of
"the Law".

THE GOVERNING TIERS
Kipling very strongly held the view, unfashionable to the modern
mind, that the law should be variable in its application, depending on
the quality of those to whom it was applied. Hilton Brown, whose
appreciation of Kipling was published at the end of the last war,
studied his feelings about the law very closely and, as he put it —
the world . . . was divided into two classes58 — those incapable
of managing their affairs and those almost divinely appointed
to manage these affairs for them . . . Kipling never seems to have
seriously considered the idea that in course of time the second
class, the incapables, might be elevated and instructed so that
they merged with or displaced the first; still less that it was part
of the law that the first class should labour to bring this about.
On the contrary, there was the Law; Class One were born
knowing and understanding it; it was the duty of Class Two,
under the aegis of Class One, to assimilate and follow it — or so
much of it as they could comprehend.
Hence the problems and attitudes of young Roman officers
stationed on Hadrian's Wall were indistinguishable from those of
young British officers stationed in the north-west of India. As Hilton
Brown puts it, "it was the same thing with young Strickland home
from Africa; it was the same thing with Valens the young Roman at
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Antioch." 59 This is exactly in line with Blackstone's approach to
positive law.
Kipling's most specific statement on this appears in "The Tomb of
his Ancestors", where John Chinn, the young subaltern, by the wish
of the Bhil tribesmen rules them by what they believe to be hereditary
right, as the descendant of the first Chinn, their administrator. The
request comes from Bukta, the old Bhil officer, in reply to Chinn's
protest that he is a soldier and does not know the Law —
"Hoo! Law is for fools and white men. Give them a large and
loud order and they will abide by it. Thou art their Law."
The subaltern complies. "Chinn gave orders then, valiantly, not
realising that a word spoken in haste before mess became the dread
unappealable law of villages beyond the smoky hills — was, in truth,
no less than the Law of Jan Chinn the First . . .".60

THE MISDEMEANANT
Judicious law-breaking was, to Kipling, an integral and important
part of his outlook on the law. As Angus Wilson puts it —
In Kipling's code, minor law-breaking was to be an important
bolt-hole for the over-pressured man in society; by breaking
petty laws, he would be the stronger and more able to keep the
mysterious Law that governs all human beings.61
Thus Stalky (significantly, in origin an adjective62), Private
Ortheris, whose desertion the narrator was apparently ready to assist,
because he had given his word to help him63, and the man of the land
over many centuries for whom Kipling had perhaps his greatest
sympathy —
I have rights of chase and warren, as my dignity requires.
I can fish — but Hobden tickles. I can shoot — but Hobden
wires . . .
Shall I . . . summons him to judgment? I would sooner
summons Pan.64
This is a particularly elegant example of Kipling's ability to use the
conventional law as a springboard, for Hobden had on an earlier
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occasion claimed its protection himself, saying that "if it hadn't been
for her . . . the keepers would have him clapped in Lewes Jail all the
year round", "Her" was the foundation document of the written law,
Magna Carta.65
Lord Annan recently drew the contrast very vividly:If we do not recognise the Law — the obligations men of all
ages and of all societies, however different, acknowledge as
binding, in other words what an anthropologist would call
Culture — we place ourselves outside the pale of civilisation. A
great many of Kipling's stories are about indoctrinating the
young, teaching men and animals to find their place, especially
if they have come up in the world.
But then comes the other side of Kipling: his love of the
individuals who make trouble in the world by tweaking the nose
of authority. Yes, society is ordered by laws, but it is bursting at
the seams with the dynamism of the engineer, the technician,
the skilled worker: it is untidy, full of rascals, of shrewd men
living on a shoestring and ready to exploit any sucker. Kipling
did not want a world where the criteria were fairness and
security. He took joy in action, because action revitalises
society.66
Kipling's admiring description of the Americans' attitude towards
patriotism is symptomatic of this approach —
He might laugh at a law that didn't suit his convenience, draw
your eye-teeth in a bargain, and applaud 'cuteness on the outer
verge of swindling: but you should hear him stand up and sing:My country, 'tis of thee . . .67
It is consistent with his respect for scientific truth that, by contrast,
Kipling is critical of the apostate
Galileo, kneeling to deny
The Laws that hold our Planet 'neath the sky.68
In an illuminating collection of stories ("The Smith Administration") Kipling describes the relations between an Englishman, whom
he calls "the Supreme Government", and some recalcitrant Indian
servants. One of these gets the better of him and the Englishman goes
to considerable lengths to recover his prestige and authority. "For
these reasons", he says, "I was reluctantly compelled to take the law
into my own hands — and break it."69
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THE COMMITMENT
The extent of Kipling's commitment to the law needs to be considered
against the background of the main occasions on which he was
directly involved with it. The first was in 1890, when the copyright
struggle was at its height, and Harper Brothers, the New York
publishers, pirated some of his stories. Most unexpectedly, three of
the most respected English novelists of the day, Sir Walter Besant,
Thomas Hardy and William Black, came to the publishers' defence in
a letter in the Athenaeum. Harpers, they said, were honest people who
tried to treat their English authors fairly. It was an error on Kipling's
part, they implied, to accuse Harpers of piracy at a time when English
writers generally could protect themselves against disreputable
American publishers only by relying on well-meaning firms like
theirs.
This provoked Kipling into writing his furious satirical ballad,
"The Rhyme of the Three Captains", in which he presented himself as
the captain of a small trading brig —
And the skipper sat on the scuttle-butt and stared at an empty
hold.
"I ha' paid Port dues for your Law," quoth he, "and where is
the Law ye boast
If I sail unscathed from a heathen port to be robbed on a
Christian coast?"
He gets a bland answer from the three captains, who look courteously
down into his empty hold and tell him that the American "comes of a
race that have never a law, and he never has boarded us". The skipper
concludes bitterly —
"Must he have his Law as a quid to chaw, or laid in brass on his
wheel? . . .
We'll make no sport in an English court till we come as a ship o'
the Line." 70
Kipling found himself equally frustrated six years later as a result of
the miserable row that he had with his brother-in-law, Beatty
Balestier. This time the trouble was not the lack of legal protection
but his own ill-judged decision to seek the law's protection by laying
an information against Balestier and having him arrested. The
proceedings in court were a field day for the lawyers and the press.
Kipling was humiliated, his privacy was destroyed and he was made
to look a coward and a fool. The whole incident had a tragic effect on
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him, and he was left prostrate, listless and miserable for a long time
afterwards.
He was no more fortunate when, in 1899, he petitioned for an
injunction and damages for breach of copyright by G.P. Putnam's
Sons for publishing their Brushwood Edition of his works. His action
was dismissed, he appealed and lost.
The effect of these cases must have been to make Kipling
profoundly cynical about the value of laws enforced — or not
enforced — by the State. When he commented on the efficacy of the
law, however, Kipling was normally allusive and detached, but on
one occasion he was very revealing. This was in 1908 when he was
discussing the legal system of Canada, which he saw as a pioneering
and developing country. He commented sardonically that it was
not yet an ideal Democracy . . . [because] the law in Canada
exists and is administered, not as a surprise, a joke, a favour, a
bribe, or a Wrestling Turk exhibition, but as an integral part of
the national character — no more to be forgotten or talked
about than one's trousers. If you kill, you hang. If you steal, you
go to jail. This has worked towards peace, self-respect, and, I
think, the innate dignity of the people.
The trouble, he said — and by this he plainly included manipulation
of the law — would come with the arrival of unsuitables, whose
wealth, barbarity or downright evil could subvert the system.71

KIPLING'S JURISPRUDENCE
I seek to summarise by advancing the following propositions.
Kipling's thinking was powerfully affected by his conception of the
law.
He neither used the expression, nor thought of it, consistently, but
ascribed a range of attributes to it at different times.
Echoes of as many of three of his main meanings can be heard in a
single line, as when he said of the Law of the Jungle:
And the Wolf that shall keep it may prosper, but the Wolf that
shall break it must die.72
The most consistently powerful view that he had of the law was in
the first sense I have suggested, that of historical inevitability —
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And that after this is accomplished, and the brave new world
begins
When all men are paid for existing and no man must pay for his
sins,
As surely as Water will wet us, as surely as Fire will burn,
The Gods of the Copybook Headings with terror and slaughter
return!73
I conclude that Kipling's commitment to the law was strong in the
historical and scientific senses in which he used it but, in respect of its
conventional form, while accepting its value as a political and social
force, he was cynical as a result of observation and experience, and
sceptical of its effectiveness. Moreover he favoured selective breaches
as a safety-valve. As a philosophy of life to which he was committed,
his concept of the moral law was central to his thinking, but varied in
its nature and development throughout his life, was idiosyncratic in
its application, and opaque in its expression.

As a final illustration of the significance to Kipling of the ideas
which for him were incorporated in the law, I give two quotations.
The first, the philosopher's, is from Carrington, where he says —
"The impulse and the circumstances of his own life were
important only in relation to the Law, that temple built to the
design of the Great Overseer.
If there be good in that I wrought
Thy Hand compelled it, Master, Thine —
Where I have failed to meet Thy Thought
I know, through Thee, the blame was mine . . .
The depth and dream of my desire,
The bitter paths wherein I stray —
Thou knowest Who hast made the Fire,
Though knowest Who hast made the Clay."74
The second, the lawyer's, is from "Justice", where Kipling said
"Let them relearn the Law" —
That when the dooms are read,
Not high nor low shall say: —
"My haughty or my humble head
Has saved me in this day." 75
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BOOK REVIEW
[Given Kipling's association with the Boy Scout movement and its founder, the recent
appearance of a major biography of Baden-Powell calls for a review in the Kipling
Journal. Fortunately the obvious reviewer was willing to write it — the historian Hugh
Brogan, Guest of Honour at our 1989 Annual Luncheon and author of Mowgli's Sons,
which admirably describes Kipling's early and influential connections with Scouting.
— Ed.]

BADEN-POWELL by Tim Jeal (Hutchinson, London, 1989);
xxi + 670 pp.; illustrations, maps, notes and index;
ISBN 0-09-170670-X: hardback £18.95.
Several reviewers have attacked this book for being too long, but to
my mind it is, if anything, slightly too short. The first Lord BadenPowell's immense career was from first to last fertile in matters of
controversy, and they have been much controverted.
It is Mr Jeal's supreme virtue to have tackled all the points at issue
with outstanding scholarship and good sense, and to have
convincingly resolved them — with one exception. He does not
sufficiently investigate Baden-Powell's last years in the Army, from
1903 to 1910. He explains why he does not think much of B-P's
performance as Inspector-General of Cavalry, though conceding that
B-P had to tread delicately so as not to offend Sir John French and Sir
Douglas Haig, two powerful if unenlightened men. But he does not
discuss Winston Churchill's allegation that the hero of Mafeking was
deliberately excluded from the planning which looked forward to the
deployment of a British expeditionary force on the Continent if a
European war broke out; he says little about B-P's part in launching
the Territorial Army; he does not consider the great might-havebeen, B-P in high command on the Western Front; and he says no
more about B-P's resignation from the Army than that it was dictated
by the needs of the Scouting movement.
It is a pity, for these are all topics of great interest; but if something
had to be left out, for reasons of space, no doubt Mr Jeal made the
right choice. He is an author who inspires confidence in the reader.
His account of the Siege of Mafeking is quite simply the best there
is, and his analysis of B-P's psyche, especially as exhibited in his
family history, is almost unfailingly persuasive, being both sensitive
and sensible. The narrative, up to 1908 or thereabouts, is masterly in
its force and clarity. After that date, when the demands of Scouting
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on B-P became all-consuming, the story does become a little
confused. It is easy to understand Mr Jeal's dilemma. Baden-Powell
was so completely identified with his movement that it is difficult to
separate them; yet since this is a biography of the Chief, not a history
of Scouts and Guides, separated they had to be.
Yet such separation created the danger of falling between two
stools, and it cannot be said that Mr Jeal has altogether avoided it. At
times we lose sight of B-P, at others we are not told enough of what
was happening in Scouting. It might have been safer to adopt a
pedantically chronological treatment, setting forth plainly what B-P
did from year to year; but this may well have been impossible, given
the multifariousness of his activities. Thus, the biographer had to sort
out B-P's part in the creation of the Girl Guides, his views on race
relations and his attitude to the fascist dictators — among much,
much more. So it was perhaps inevitable that his later chapters often
seem to dissolve into a series of brief essays on discrete topics.
Fortunately they are very good essays.
The picture of B-P that emerges is an unsentimental one, but in its
total effect is much nearer to the version painted by the early heroworshippers than to the debunkers of the last twenty years — Michael
Rosenthal for example [The Character Factory], or the brilliant
caricaturist Piers Brendon [Eminent Edwardians]. Whatever B-P's
hidden shames, anxieties and frustrations (Mr Jeal makes an entirely
persuasive case that B-P was homosexual by inclination though not in
practice) he was no less a man of powerful vision, enormous charm,
great warmth of heart and sharply practical intelligence. His many
eccentricities were on the whole essential to his greatness: no one who
was not an eccentric would have founded the Boy Scouts.
Mr Jeal quite rightly deplores the modish left-wingery (though he is
too polite to call it by its name) which has so systematically
denigrated B-P and his Movement and downplayed their importance
in British history. But he never conceals B-P's faults, of which his
readiness to tell fibs to get himself on, or out of tight corners, is the
most conspicuous. As I have already said, Mr Jeal is an author we can
trust. Thanks to him, we now know more about Baden-Powell than
ever before.
B-P was a friend of Kipling, as everyone knows. Mr Jeal does not
say much about this friendship, but his is nevertheless an essential
book to the student of Kipling's work. Again and again it shows how
much Kipling and Baden-Powell shared the same outlook with each
other and with their times. Consequently, whenever Mr Jeal explains
Baden-Powell's views, whether on general or particular questions, he
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also goes some way towards explaining Kipling's.
To give a small example: a quotation from Reconnaissance and
Scouting (1883) may be thought to throw some light on the origins of
the memory game in Kim, for in it B-P mentions that Houdini "taught
his son to notice at one glance every article in a shop window, and to
carry them in his mind". It may be relevant that 1882-84 seems to
have been the period when Kipling and B-P first met.
And to give a large example: Mr Jeal discusses at length the anxiety
about the future of the British Empire that was general, early in the
twentieth century, and that led to frequent comparisons between
contemporary Britain and the declining Roman Empire of yore. B-P
freely advertised Scouting as a prophylactic against imperial
decadence, and had plenty to say about Romans; and the reader of
Kipling will not have forgotten Parnesius. Thus prompted, it
becomes tempting to re-examine the whole of Puck of Pook's Hill in
the light of Scouting, for in it Kipling seems to be attempting, in his
way, what B-P was attempting in Scouting for Boys.
Both men believed that by appealing to children's imagination they
could contribute something essential to their civic education; and in
that belief they were not simply men of the Right, but children of their
generation: children in revolt against the sterile utilitarianism,
snobbery and evangelical religion of the Victorians. Perhaps, in the
last analysis, they were not nearly so far removed as they thought
from the values of that embodiment of decadence, Lytton Strachey.
HUGH BROGAN

from a sketch
by Lord Baden-Powell
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KIPLING AND WOLCOTT BALESTIER
A note by MARGARET NEWSOM

[Many of our readers have expressed interest in Gosse's essay on Wolcott Balestier,
included in our last issue in connection with Philip Mason's review of Martin SeymourSmith's book on Kipling. One of them, Mrs Newsom, has found some relevant and
interesting material in a little-remembered book, One Man's Road by Arthur Waugh
(Chapman & Hall, London, 1931), passages from which are reproduced below.
Mrs Newsom, who is about to retire as our Honorary Librarian — a post she has
occupied with distinction since 1976 — is ever mindful of the needs of the Society's
excellent Library. She asks me to say that we do not possess a copy of One Man's Road;
that we ought to have one; and that if any member can find one for us we will be
grateful.
Arthur Waugh (1866-1943), was a publisher of note, who came to London as a
beginner in 1890 and was eventually chairman of Chapman & Hall. He wrote several
books in the field of literary criticism and biography, but is now probably best
remembered as the father of the writers Alec and Evelyn Waugh. — Ed.]

There is a sequel to Wolcott Balestier's questions — "Rudyard
Kipling? Is it a man or a woman? What's its real name?" — which
appear in Edmund Gosse's essay, reprinted in the December 1989
Kipling Journal. It is to be found in One Man's Road by Arthur
Waugh, who can speak of the three years that Balestier was in
London, with perhaps more authority than Gosse, because he was at
the time in Balestier's office in Dean's Yard (beside Westminster
Abbey).
Almost as soon as Wolcott began to read Kipling's stories in the
grey-green paper-covered "Railway Library", he sent Waugh on an
errand. The latter reported it as follows:It must have been early in June 1890 that I was sent to
Embankment Chambers, Villiers Street, over against the old
Gatti's Music Hall, with an urgent note, begging that Balestier
might have a glimpse of an unfinished story called, I think, The
Book of the Hundred Mornings, upon which some literary
gossiper had reported Mr. Kipling to be engaged. I was shown
into a dark room, where the author of Soldiers Three was seated
on a bed, covered with sheets of manuscript. His reception was
kindly, but a little querulous. "Extraordinarily importunate
person, this Mr. Balestier," he exclaimed (or words to that
effect), "tell him that The Book of the Hundred Mornings is all
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over my bed, and may never get finished. Tell him to inquire
again in six months." I retired with my message; but my chief's
importunity was to be satisfied in less time than that.
When Kipling was very angry that an American publishing house had
collected a number of his stories and published them without asking
his permission, sending him simply a cheque for ten pounds, which he
returned —
Balestier leapt into the breach. A couple of cablegrams to New
York and the affair was settled. The John W. Lovell Co. [whose
agent in London he was] would publish an "authorised
edition" of all Mr. Kipling's books, paying him a royalty on
every copy sold; no less reputed a critic than Henry James
would contribute an appreciative Introduction; and the
volumes should include a new collection of poems . . . and also a
fresh lot of short stories, never before gathered between covers.
Kipling must therefore have been extremely grateful to Wolcott.
Sufficiently to reward the latter with part-authorship of a book with
him? Waugh continues:Considering Mr. Kipling's reputation at the moment, this must
be reckoned the most triumphant bit of business that Balestier
ever achieved; but there was more than business in the bond.
When once the barriers had been broken down, the friendship
between the two men was established. Among all the authors
who came and went in that busy room, or sank back into the
deep arm-chair which still stretches itself at my own fireside,
there was none more frequent or more welcome than the author
of The Light that Failed, the story which was now in process of
being re-written from its original form in Lippincott's Magazine.
When Balestier died, Waugh found himself in charge of the office.
Of Kipling's wedding, he said,
he and Miss Carolyn Balestier, my first chiefs sister, had been
married in a West End church. For the last few months many
carefully guarded secrets had been cherished at Dean's Yard;
this, perhaps most carefully guarded of all, for only one person
in the office, and that one not myself, knew anything about the
wedding until it was over.
Miss Balestier had been a frequent visitor at Dean's Yard, but
now she came no more.
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Elsewhere in Arthur Waugh's book is much interesting material
about the literary world in London in the 1890s. He records the
following:I bought . . . the American serial rights in W.W. Jacobs' first
stories at two guineas apiece; the Brigadier Gerard stories of
Conan Doyle, at terms a good deal higher than that; and the
majority of the ballads in Rudyard Kipling's Seven Seas at a
more considerable price still. I think I can see the expression of
sick languor upon the face of Mr. A.S. Watt, when I had to
report to him that the Bachelier Syndicate of New York did not
consider The Liner She's a Lady quite so good as they had a right
to expect at the price arranged. If the Pope himself had been
called upon to listen to some obscene blasphemy, he could
hardly have combined dignity with a more crushing air of
contempt.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
NEW MEMBERS
We welcome to the Society the following new members:
Mr J.S. Armson (Federal Republic of Germany); Mr S.A. Blossom (Ohio, U.S.A.); Mr
D.S. Glover (Sussex); Mrs H.W. Hazard (New York, U.S.A.); Mr G. Hicks
(Hertfordshire); Rector Soren Krarup (Denmark); Mrs F.E. Marshall (London); Mr
R.L. Miller (Kent); Mr J.E. de B. Norman (New South Wales, Australia); Mr P. Plotkin
(California, U.S.A.); Dr A.R. Prindl (Sussex); Mr M.L. Rowland (London); Mrs C.
Stevenson (Illinois, U.S.A.); Mr J.W. Wills (Natal, South Africa); Mr E.R. Wood
(London).

OBITUARY: Mr G.C.K. DUNSTERVILLE
As was mentioned in our last issue, we have to announce with regret the death in
Caracas, in November 1988, at the age of 84, of G.C.K. Dunsterville, younger son of
Major-General L.C. Dunsterville, eponymous hero of Stalky & Co. He was an
enthusiastic member of the Kipling Society; with his help and that of his sister Mrs van
Doorninck we published in 1983-86 a nine-article series entitled "Stalky", casting vivid
and attractive light on their father.
The son's career, which unfolded in a manner utterly different from his father's,
attained at least comparable distinction. After graduating in mining engineering at
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Birmingham in 1925 he joined Shell, and worked for it around the world till 1959,
ending as President of the Shell Company of Venezuela. Thereafter, closely supported
by his wife, he devoted nearly thirty years to his great botanical passion, the study of
the thousand-odd species of wild orchids in Venezuela. His energy and dedication,
manifested by much adventurous mountain and jungle travel and the acquisition of
encyclopaedic knowledge, transformed the scientific coverage of his subject. He
became an orchidologist of world repute, author of many learned articles and books
including the monumental Venezuelan Orchids Illustrated (written jointly with Dr
Garay of Harvard). Many orchids were named after him, including two new genera —
a source of justifiable pride. As he told me in a letter, the genus Stalkya (shown
opposite) was not "the sort of flower your lady-love would enjoy pinning to her bosom,
but beggars can't be botanical choosers: I am grateful to Garay for naming it for me.
New orchid species are not uncommon, but new genera are very rare: there is already a
Dunstervillea genus, and with Stalkya we have had our ration."
Fortuitously rather than of his own volition, he was widely known as "Stalky": even
his wife called him that. Once, in a letter, he told me how this arose. "From early
childhood, for no clear reason, I have disliked my Christian names Galfrid and
Clement; Keyworth, though also a baptismal name, is my mother's maiden name. As a
result I grew up, apart from family life, with a series of nicknames . . . In Trinidad in
1938 some co-worker, a Kipling enthusiast, claimed to see a connection between me
and the fictional Stalky, and used this name with such insistence that it has stuck. The
moral being, do give your child at least one Tom, Dick or Harry 'usable' name!"
The Kipling Society was privileged to be associated with "Stalky" Dunsterville: our
condolences go to his family. — Ed.

THE SOCIETY'S LIBRARIAN
Mrs G.H. Newsom retires as Honorary Librarian in early 1990, having overseen our
unique collection of books — to their advantage — for fourteen years. She has brought
to the task particular qualities of watchfulness and commitment, for which we owe her
much. We shall remain in close touch, seeing her at our meetings, reading her
occasional items in the Kipling Journal (there is one in this issue), and continuing to rely
on her wide knowledge — and the scholarly capacity for taking pains that earned her a
niche (3rd edition, page 614) in Carrington's Rudyard Kipling.
A distinguished professional librarian, Mr Donald Simpson, O.B.E.. has kindly
agreed to stand in — not strictly as Honorary Librarian but in an advisory role which is
more appropriate, given his links with our host Library at Commonwealth House and
some uncertainty over its development plans which may at least temporarily affect its
custody of our books. We are entering a period when Mr Simpson's advice will be of
particular value to us. He worked for 42 years in the Royal Commonwealth Society's
great Library: largely to him is owed the providential admission of our Library to his
premises in 1967. Readers of the Journal know him as an occasional contributor, e.g.
with "A Librarian's View of Kipling" (June 1987). In a wider field, Imperial and
Commonwealth studies, his reputation is international.

DUNSTERVILLE'S ORCHID STALKYA MUSCICOLA
The late G.C.K. Dunsterville wrote in a letter in 1983, "This new orchid genus of
Stalkya is based on the so-far-one-and-only species known as Stalkya muscicola, an
orchid that, on a trip to the Andes with Garay some years ago we found growing in
moss (hence the name muscicola) on the side of a small tree at about 10,000 ft altitude."
[Illustration, with acknowledgments, from Plate 53 of a Harvard Botanical Museum
leaflet, 28:4 of 1980.]
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THE SOCIETY'S FINANCES
Note by the Editor: This subject is developed in the Editorial of the
present issue, and will be discussed at a General Meeting on 18 April,
when the Treasurer, Mr P.H.T. Lewis, O.B.E., will say how he views
the Society's financial prospects — given the general factor of
increasing costs, and the particular factor of the development plans at
Commonwealth House, with their likely impact on our office
accommodation there.
It will not be long before our 1989 Accounts are audited.
Meanwhile, for the record, on pages 40-41, are printed our 1988
Accounts, the last figures for which the previous Treasurer, Mr T.S.
Bittleston, was responsible. They provide a suitable occasion to
explain who currently does what, in the management of our financial
affairs. Mr Bittleston, to whom tribute was paid in an earlier issue
(September 1988, p. 46) made time in a very busy working life to be
Treasurer for over seven years, and did a great deal to rationalise and
improve our finances. He was succeeded by Mr Lewis, a retired Royal
Air Force officer well known to members who attend the Society's
London meetings.
Meanwhile our Honorary Auditor, Mr B.S. Connolly, F.C.A., who
had nobly served as such since 1982, indicated that owing to the
pressures of his other work he would now prefer to stand down. We
owe Mr Connolly a large debt of gratitude for the time he gave and
the pains he devoted to overseeing the Society's accounts. He too has
now been replaced, and we welcome as our new Honorary Auditor
Mr Georges Selim, M. Com., Ph.D., F.I.A.A., Sub-Dean at City
University Business School and an authority of national standing in
one of the School's specialities, Internal Audit.
The former Treasurer, Mr Bittleston, wrote at the time a
commentary to go with the 1988 Accounts. It is in line with his
successor's views and this is a convenient moment to publish it.
"At first glance," he wrote, "the results for 1988 are quite
reasonable — a surplus of £2,092 against an income of £11,330.
However there are underlying trends of some concern, which will
need to be addressed during the next two years, especially if there is to
be a change in our office accommodation arrangements.
"Subscription income, at £6,799, has continued to fall, reflecting
some reduction in membership: by comparison the figure in 1986 was
£7,783. The Society could well do with a drive to bolster this allimportant factor in its income.
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"The increase in the value of investments, at £1,293, was
exceptional: without this windfall, income would have been reduced
to just over £10,000, and profit to some £800. These more sober
figures would reflect the Society's true financial health.
"Turning to fixed assets and investments, the increase in office
equipment costs (£6,948 against £3,000 for 1987) is due to decisions to
protect our Library books with new shelves, and to buy a new
photocopier. The bank balance has accordingly been depleted, falling
from £5,288 to £2,197.
"My conclusion is that the Society should look closely at ways of
increasing income and reducing costs, so as to avoid what, given
current trends, will by the end of 1990 be a deficit."

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The 62nd Annual General Meeting of the Kipling Society was held on
18 October 1989 at the Naval & Military Club, Piccadilly, with Mr
R.C.O. O'Hagan in the chair. A full record was kept by the Secretary:
the following is an outline.
All members of Council attended except three who were unable to
be present and sent apologies — Mr A.L. Brend, Mr M.W.R. Lamb and
Mr G.H. Webb. There was a thin attendance of other members of the
Society: it included Mr and Mrs A.D. Wolfe from Washington, D.C.
The retirement from Council, by rotation, of Messrs M.W.R.
Lamb and J.H. McGivering was noted; Dr Gillian Sheehan and Mr
Spencer Maurice were elected in their stead. The honorary officebearers were re-elected en bloc.
Reports were received from the Librarian, Meetings Secretary and
Editor of the Kipling Journal, covering their year's work. The
Secretary reported on the general state of the Society, mentioning
uncertainty about future office accommodation in view of
development plans for the building: decisions with significant
financial implications for the future would be needed in 1990.
The Treasurer outlined the Society's financial condition in the light
of the 1988 accounts. The raising of the subscription rates would in
his view, and that of Council, be more suitably considered at an
Extraordinary General Meeting in early 1990, by which time clearer
information about plans for Commonwealth House should be
available, providing a sounder basis for decisions than at present
existed. This was noted and agreed.
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"THE ABSENT-MINDED BEGGAR"
by ELIZABETH TALBOT RICE

[This is the third article by Miss Talbot Rice in a series that highlights connections
between what may be read in Kipling and what may be found at the National Army
Museum in Chelsea.
The Boer War began on 12 October 1899. Within a few days, Kipling wrote "The
Absent-Minded Beggar". It was a fund-raiser, no more: but so great was his
popularity, so effectively had he touched the country's mood, that it proved a terrific
success. He knew its artistic limitations, and soon became wry about having written it;
not till 1914 did he include it among his other published verse. In Something of Myself
he described the tune as "guaranteed to pull teeth out of barrel-organs". (My mother, a
late Victorian, vividly recalled that tune, and her father's distaste for the vulgarly
emphatic refrain, "pay — pay — pay!")
Popularly however, it was a runaway sensation, going through numerous 'editions',
in whole or in part, being reproduced not just on paper or card but on tobacco jars,
pillow-cases, plates — all now collectors' items. It was also translated, with some odd
effects. "Beggar", obviously, is a euphemism, in colloquial parlance since the mid-19th
century, roughly equating to "chap" or "fellow"; but an Italian translator missed this
nuance and turned "The Absent-Minded Beggar" into "Il Mendicante Distratto". As
Margaret Lane once remarked "What the Italians thought of an army of distracted
mendicants is difficult to imagine." — Ed.]

In Something of Myself Kipling says that, to raise money for comforts
for the troops in the Boer War, such as tobacco, socks and mufflers,
"the Daily Mail started what must have been a very early 'stunt'. It
was agreed that I should ask the public for subscriptions. That paper
charged itself with the r e s t . . . " More to Kipling's heart was the fact
that the Fund was also concerned with the soldiers' dependants,
providing clothing where necessary, and helping with the postage for
letters and food parcels.
Kipling's appeal was in the form of "The Absent-Minded Beggar",
first published by the Daily Mail under the heading 'Rudyard
Kipling's New Poem' on 31 October 1899. The Sun paid £5 into the
Fund for copyright. The poem was reprinted in the Illustrated London
News of 4 November framed by six vignettes — Tommy, an
infantryman in a white helmet (the "absent-minded beggar"); Jack, a
sailor ("cook's son"); Prince Christian of Schleswig ("son of a

COMMEMORATIVE MEDAL struck by Spink and Son, showing an adaptation of Woodville's "Gentleman in kharki". a
wounded soldier at bay. In gilt it sold for 5/-, in white metal and for 1/-, with respectively 6d and 2d going to the "Absent-Minded
Beggar" Fund. [Photo: National Army Museum.]
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hundred kings"); Lord Edward Cecil ("son of a belted Earl"); Lord
Charles Cavendish-Bentinck ("Duke's son"); and in the bottom right
corner, the poet himself. The poem was set to music by Sir Arthur
Sullivan — performance rights and reproduction fees to be paid into
the Fund. It was recited daily for weeks at the Palace Theatre by Lady
Tree. Within three months over £100,000 had been raised. It was
calculated that the verses had generated £340,000 before the Fund
was wound up in 1903.
The National Army Museum has in its collections a copy of the
poem, printed in the 'Royal Edition' — a handsome 12-page booklet
[5211/69], not dated, which retailed at a shilling, bringing the Fund a
profit of 3d a copy. The transparent envelope enclosing it explains
that it was set in 'the new Orloff colour printing process' by which
"All colours [were] printed at once (by a Single Impression) at a rate
of 1000 copies an hour'. On front and back of the colour cover the
title appears in a wreath of oak and laurel surmounted by a crown.
Around the wreath are the national emblems of the four countries of
the British Isles. Inside the covers, also in colour, are the flags of the
Patron Saints of England, Scotland and Ireland, their crests opposite.
The half-title is in colour; and a colour plate is on each double page
spread, each of the four by a different artist. Facing the half-title, in
black and white, are vignettes of Queen Victoria and the author, and
a reproduction of Richard Caton Woodville's famous illustration,
"A Gentleman in Kharki" (sic).
Caton Woodville (1856-1927), a painter of military and historical
subjects, observed the Boer War at first hand, many of his pictures
being reproduced in the Illustrated London News. Precisely when he
executed "A Gentleman in Kharki" has not yet been ascertained: it is
dated 1899, and soon became associated with "The Absent-Minded
Beggar" with its "gentleman in khaki ordered South" — picture and
verse being combined on many porcelain and textile commemoratives. P. Ossthuizen in Boer War Memorabilia – the Collector's Guide
(London, 1987) illustrates two teapots, four jugs of various sizes and
shapes, a vase, a match-holder, a cigarette-holder and a cup, as well as
items in other materials.
The Museum does not possess so wide a selection, but has related
commemoratives, such as the medal illustrated on page 45; a
handkerchief printed with words, music, map and portraits; and an
"Absent-Minded Beggar" brooch decorated in enamel, manufactured in Canada, and described in an accompanying press cutting
as something which "has to be seen to be appreciated, and every loyal
subject in Canada should wear one".
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
[I am glad to receive letters intended for publication. However, since
more are received than can in practice be printed, I must be selective,
and reserve — unless expressly told otherwise — the usual right to
shorten a letter. In some cases it may be possible for the text, and/or
enclosures, to be summarised under "Points from Other Letters". —Ed.]

MEMORIES OF INDIA
From Mr D.M. Blake, European MSS Section, India Office Library &
Records (British Library), 197 Blackfriars Road, London SE1 8NG

Dear Sir
Members of the Kipling Society will be well aware of the excellent
radio series, Plain Tales from the Raj, compiled some years ago by
Charles Allen (himself a member), which he followed up with a book
under the same title. The Society may therefore be interested to learn
that the India Office Library & Records has copies of the recordings
made by Mr Allen, and that we have ourselves continued to taperecord the personal recollections of people who have lived in India
under the British Raj.
All who fall into this category can be considered for inclusion —
whether they be Indian, Anglo-Indian or British; and whether they
were members of the ICS, the Indian Army or one of the other
services, or were businessmen, planters, railwaymen, missionaries, or
otherwise members of the 'non-official' community. Wives (or
widows) as well as husbands are welcome to participate.
The tape-recordings, which take the form of interviews conducted
by a member of the IOLR staff, will be permanently preserved at the
India Office Library & Records along with the vast range of printed
books, periodicals, official archives of the East India Company and
India Office, private papers, letters, memoirs and diaries, and
historical materials of all kinds, which we have in our custody. All
these materials — including the tape-recordings — are made
available to scholars and researchers studying India under British
rule.
If any of your readers would like to contribute their memories of
India, perhaps they would write to me at the address above, or ring on
01-928 9531.
Yours faithfully
D.M. BLAKE
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KIPLING AND TRESPASSERS [2]
From Mr J. Shearman, Garden Flat, 29 Buckland Crescent, London NW3 5DJ

Dear Sir
Mr T.L.A. Daintith, in a letter on page 60 of the Kipling Journal,
December 1989, quite rightly says, "one cannot prosecute merely for
trespass". M'Turk knew this too.
"You've got to prove damage 'fore you can prosecute for
anything! 'Can't prosecute for trespass," said M'Turk, whose father
held many acres in Ireland. "That's all rot!" (From " 'In Ambush' ",
Stalky & Co.)
Yours faithfully
JOHN SHEARMAN

POINTS FROM OTHER LETTERS
ROTTINGDEAN RIFLE CLUB [6]
From Mr P. Bourjaily, Rt. 1, Homestead, Iowa 52236, U.S.A.

Mrs G.H. Newsom, our Librarian, has forwarded a letter from Mr
Bourjaily, which may or may not now conclude the series under this
title which he started with his enquiry about Kipling's rifle range in
our issue of December 1988.
Mr. Bourjaily thanks members of the Society who were helpful in
his research for the article he was writing. He has given our Library a
copy of the American Rifleman of June 1989, containing that article.
(The rest of the magazine, he adds, "will no doubt confirm the widely
held belief overseas that Americans are obsessed by firearms".)
He notes divided indications as to the precise date when the
Rottingdean Rifle Club was founded; he thinks the summer of 1900
likeliest (supported by a letter from Kipling to Dr Conland in that
July), but would be glad to hear contrary evidence.
His article is called "Champions of Civilian Marksmanship", with
a sub-title note, Rudyard Kipling and Arthur Conan Doyle both
witnessed the lethal fire that Boer farmer-riflemen rained on British
troops in 1899. They returned home to promote civilian marksmanship
through the expansion of rifle clubs in England. The scope of his article,
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as he says, "ultimately expanded to include Conan Doyle as well as
Kipling, since the two men were equally engaged in rifle club
activities. I am intrigued by the coincidence of both men being in
Bloemfontein at nearly the same time, and am surprised, given their
apparent regard for one another, that they did not meet while in
South Africa. Or did they? Perhaps members of the Society might
enlighten me . . ."

"A BURMA GIRL A-SETTIN' "
From Mr Shamus O.D. Wade, 37 Davis Road, London W3 7SE

Mr Wade has come across a striking painting in the Lecture Room
(which is opened on request) at the Museum in Mount Pleasant Road,
Tunbridge Wells. It is entitled "The Road to Mandalay", and is by
Frederick Goodall, R.A. (1822-1904).
"Exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1899", writes Mr Wade, "it
depicts a Burmese lady seated on the grass, giving a small white
flower to a British soldier lying on his stomach. In the background are
two Burmese ecclesiastical buildings and a large statue of Buddha.
The lady has a large cheroot; near her on the grass is a musical
instrument. The soldier is dressed in khaki with a tropical helmet. . .
"It is one of a collection of Victorian paintings bequeathed to
Tunbridge Wells in 1952 by Mr E.R. Ashton, for many years a
resident in the Borough."
Mr Wade acknowledges the helpfulness of Mr Ian Beavis, the
Museum's Assistant Curator, who also provided biographical information about the artist. As to this painting, Mr Beavis had said,
"People either love it or they hate it".

PLACE-NAMES IN NORTH AMERICA
From Mr R.B. Appleton, The Barn, Gelli Farm, Cymmer, Port Talbot, West
Glamorganshire SA 13 3NN

Mr Appleton notes the existence of two towns in Michigan called
Rudyard and Kipling; a town in Montana called Rudyard; and
another in Saskatchewan called Kipling. He wonders if there are
other towns in North America or elsewhere named after the writer.
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INTRODUCTIONS
From Mr D.H. Simpson, O.B.E, c/o Commonwealth House, 18 Northumberland Avenue,
London WC2N 5BJ

Mr Simpson draws our attention to an article by Robert Fox in the
Telegraph of 17 February 1990, regarding the pros and cons of the
signed Introduction to a book (by someone other than the author of
the book), and the way in which it can either enhance or reduce the
enjoyment of what follows. "The modern introduction", writes Fox,
"is frequently a degenerate cocktail of commerce and vanity" which,
when serving as a prelude to an older work, will too seldom "fulfil the
primary aim of drawing attention to forgotten literary treasure".
"One of the most magnificent pieces commissioned by Keegan
[editor of Penguin Classics]," Fox continues, "the introduction to
Kipling's Kim by Professor Edward Said, almost exceeds by its
critical success. The 40 pages weave an elegant evocation of the ethos
of British Imperial India and its emphasis on schoolboy derring-do
and adolescent self-confidence, and a sparkling critique of Kipling's
strengths and weaknesses as a novelist. In the end he breaks the spell
by damning with qualified praise 'this rich, fascinating but
profoundly embarrassing novel' — leaving the reader exhausted
before he can begin the story itself."

"THE BROKEN-LINK HANDICAP"
In late October 1989 the press reported a remarkable incident on a
British racecourse. Evidently a horse had been so frightened by the
emanation from an "ultrasonic gun" covertly aimed at it as it ran,
that it had thrown its rider. Several of our members promptly
reminded me of a parallel with "The Broken-Link Handicap" (Plain
Tales from the Hills), in which a rider (not initially his horse) is
effectively disconcerted by a subtle acoustic trick.
In a letter in The Times on 6 November a Mr R. Balaam (not a
member) made the point that the recent report was not the first
account of "audio-nobbling": Kipling's had preceded it. This
prompted a letter (9 November) from the Reverend J. Farrimond,
expressing surprise that Mr Balaam "only goes back as far as Kipling
for a precedent", given that "his namesake and the ass" had suffered
a somewhat analogous debacle in Numbers, chapter 22.

THE KIPLING JOURNAL
AN EXPLANATORY NOTE
The Kipling Journal, as the house magazine of the Kipling Society, is
sent quarterly to all members. Its significant contributions to learning
since its foundation in 1927 have earned it a high reputation. It has
been able to publish many important items by Kipling not readily
found elsewhere, and an immense quantity of valuable historical,
literary and bibliographical commentary, in various shapes, by
authorities in their field. In the academic study of Kipling, no serious
scholar overlooks the Journal's wealth of data, which is soon to be
comprehensively re-indexed. Over two hundred libraries and English
Faculties, in a dozen countries, receive it as corporate members of
the Society.
However, though scholarly in general tendency, the Journal is not
an austerely academic production. It aims to entertain as well as to
inform. This is both necessary and easy. Necessary because the
Society's membership is at least as representative of the ordinary
reader as of the university researcher. Easy because there exists an
inexhaustible reservoir of engrossing material — by virtue of the
tremendous volume and variety of Kipling's writings, the scope of his
travels, acquaintance and correspondence, the diversity of his
interests and influence, the scale of the events that he witnessed, the
exceptional fame that he attracted in his lifetime, and the fascinated
attention that he continues to attract.
The Editor is glad to receive, from members and non-members
alike, articles or letters bearing on the life and works of Kipling. The
range of potential interest is great, from erudite correspondence and
scholarly literary criticism to such miscellanea as may justify
attention, e.g. reports of new books or films; press cuttings; sales
catalogues; unfamiliar photographs; fresh light on people or places
that Kipling wrote about; and of course unpublished letters by
Kipling himself, particularly ones of any biographical significance.
Authors of prospective articles should know that length may be
crucial, because the volume of material coming in steadily exceeds the
space available. A page holds under 500 words, so articles of 5000
words, often requiring preface, notes and illustrations, may be hard
to accommodate quickly. Even short pieces usually have to wait.
Naturally, as with other literary societies, contributors are not paid;
their reward is the appearance of their work in a periodical of repute.
The Secretary of the Society arranges distribution of the Kipling
Journal, and holds a very attractive stock of back numbers for sale.
However items submitted for publication should be addressed to The
Editor, Weavers, Danes Hill, Woking, Surrey GU22 7HQ, England.

THE KIPLING SOCIETY
AN EXPLANATORY NOTE
The Kipling Society is for anyone interested in the prose and verse,
and the life and times, of Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936). When it was
founded in 1927 by J.H.C. Brooking and a few enthusiasts, it met
with predictable disapproval from Kipling himself but it quickly
gained, and thereafter retained, a substantial membership. It remains
today one of the most active and enduring of the many literary and
historical societies in Britain. Being the only one in the world that
focuses specifically on Kipling and his place in English Literature, it
also attracts members from many other countries, who duly receive
the quarterly Kipling Journal (which is the subject of a note on the
previous page).
As a non-profit-making cultural organisation, run by volunteers to
provide a service to the public as well as to its members, the Kipling
Society is a Registered Charity in Britain. Its activities are controlled
by its Council, but routine management is in the hands of the
Secretary, at its London office. However, its large membership in
North America is mainly coordinated from Rockford College,
Illinois, and there is an active branch in Melbourne, Australia.
For fuller particulars of its organisation, and a list of impending
meetings, see pages 4 and 5 of this issue. The Society's main London
activities fall into four categories. First, maintaining a specialised
Library which scholars may consult; second, answering enquiries
from the public (e.g. schools, publishers, writers and the media), and
providing speakers on request; third, arranging a regular programme
of lectures, and an Annual Luncheon with a Guest Speaker; fourth,
publishing the Kipling Journal.
Kipling, in his day a phenomenally popular writer, appeals still to a
wide range of 'common readers' attracted by his remarkable prose
and verse style, his singular ability to evoke atmosphere, and his sheer
skill in narrative. These unacademic readers, as well as professional
scholars of English literature, will find much to interest them in the
Society and its Journal. New members are made welcome. Particulars
of membership may be obtained by writing to the Secretary, Kipling
Society, 18 Northumberland Avenue, London WC2N 5BJ. Current
annual subscription rates, last fixed in 1985, are:
Individual members
Junior members (under 25)
Corporate members (libraries etc)

(Britain)
£12
£5
£20

(overseas)
£14
£5
£20

